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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION — CHILD WELFARE REPORTS 

644. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the “Inside State” article by Daniel Emerson in The West Australian of 18 August 2011 about reports 
into the welfare of children living in remote communities in the northern Goldfields. It was reported in the article 
that when asked whether the Department for Child Protection was monitoring the welfare of a 12-year-old girl 
who had had a miscarriage, or the whereabouts of a paedophile, as pointed out in the reports, the Minister for 
Child Protection’s spokeswoman said that the minister had not received the reports and could not comment. 

(1) Is the minister aware that the same freedom of information documents that included those reports also 
included emails showing that the Department for Child Protection received the reports on 3 March 
2011, and that the minister’s own chief of staff received those reports on 2 June 2011? 

(2) Does the minister stand by the comment by her spokeswoman that she had not received those reports? 

(3) Why did the minister’s chief of staff not pass on those reports or brief the minister on those reports? 

(4) If he did pass them on or brief the minister, will the minister now correct the public record? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I answer this question without any information in front of me; it is just exactly what I have heard, and this is the 
way I choose to answer it. 

(1)–(4) I received the Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission report from Laverton, the Laverton 
report, and two internal briefing notes on the Ngaanyatjarra and Tjun Tjun Jarra communities, as one 
document, on 2 June 2011. I flew to Laverton at the first opportunity, on 7 June 2011. May I say, I did 
not appreciate Hon Sue Ellery’s comments that I was just doing it for media attention. I believe that she 
is just asking me this question for media attention. I flew to Laverton at the first opportunity, on 7 June 
2011, and stayed overnight. I note that when Hon Sue Ellery was minister, she never went to Laverton. 
I was further briefed by John Hancock, director of country services, on the way up to Laverton, about 
Laverton and the surrounding areas. I restate the point that these reports did not come from child 
protection officers who are living and working in these areas. Since my visit, a permanent Department 
for Child Protection team leader is now living and working in Laverton, and we are advertising for two 
responsible parenting officers at the moment. 

Hon Sue Ellery: So did your ministerial spokesperson get it right or not? Had you received the reports or not? 
The FOIs say you did. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I answered the question. 
 


